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drawal of the indirect claims, and that there was reason
to believe that some such evasion was actually con-
templated. This view found strong support, and the
debate proved exceedingly damaging to the Government.
With great difficulty Granville obtained a further
adjournment for two days.1 He made good use of the
interval. When the House reassembled on the 6th he
presented it with a document which, as Ripon afterwards
told Blachford, " exploded like a shell among the hostile
ranks.lf * It was a letter from the ever-helpful Schenck,
the main paragraph of which ran as follows :

June 6th, 1872,

... I am now authorised in a telegraphic despatch
received to-day from Mr. Fish to say that the Govern-
ment of the United States regards the new rule contained
in the proposed article as the consideration for, and to
be*accepted as, a settlement of the three classes of the
indirect claims put forth in the case of the United
States to which the Government of Great Britain have
objected.8

The scene in the crowded House when this letter was
read was one of intense excitement. Instead of up-
setting the Government and smashing the Treaty the
Opposition were apparently hoist with their own petard.
What would Russell do ? All eyes were strained for
him, but he was nowhere to be found. There was a
pause, during which Ripon laughingly suggested that
Lady Russell, who was in the gallery, might take upon
herself to withdraw the motion in her husband's name.*

1 Hansard, vol. ccxi, pp. 1188-92. A division was taken after midnight,
when the Lord Chancellor's motion for adjournment was defeated, tat
the motion was subsequently agreed to without a division.

a Marindin;  Letters of Blachford, p. 342.

8 Hansar&i voL ccxi, pp. 1263-4.

* Marindin: loc. cit.